
The Solar System 
The solar system consists of the Sun and all the objects that orbit around it. This includes 
eight planets, their moons, and other smaller objects such as asteroids and comets. The 
eight planets in our solar system, in order of their distance from the Sun, are Mercury, 
Venus, Earth, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, and Neptune. 

The Sun is the star at the center of the solar system. It is incredibly hot and is the source of 
light and heat for all the planets. The planets in the solar system orbit around the Sun in a 
nearly circular path. 

Each planet in the solar system is unique. For example, Venus is known for its thick, toxic 
atmosphere, while Mars is known for its red color and the presence of ice caps at its poles. 
Earth, the third planet from the Sun, is the only planet known to support life. 

The solar system also includes moons, which are natural satellites that orbit around planets. 
For example, Jupiter, the largest planet in the solar system, has more than 70 known moons. 
Moons can vary in size, with some being larger than the smallest planets. 

In addition to planets and moons, the solar system contains other objects such as asteroids 
and comets. Asteroids are rocky objects that orbit the Sun, and they are mainly found in the 
asteroid belt between Mars and Jupiter. Comets, on the other hand, are icy objects that 
orbit the Sun, often with long tails that can be visible from Earth. 

The study of the solar system is important for understanding the universe and our place 
within it. Scientists continue to explore and learn more about the solar system, uncovering 
new information that fascinates and inspires people of all ages. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Questions 

Word Meaning 
1. What is the definition of a 'satellite' in the context of the solar system? 

2. Define 'atmosphere' as it relates to Venus. 

3. What does the term 'asteroid belt' refer to in the solar system? 

4. Explain the meaning of the word 'orbit' in the context of the planets and the Sun. 

5. What does 'uncover' mean in the sentence, "Scientists continue to explore and learn 
more about the solar system, uncovering new information"? 

Inference 
1. From the text, why is Earth unique compared to the other planets in the solar 

system? 

2. Based on the information provided, why is Jupiter known for having many moons? 

3. What can you infer about the distance between the Sun and Neptune compared to 
the distance between the Sun and Mercury? 

4. Why is the study of the solar system described as important? 

5. From the text, what can you infer about the appearance of comets in the night sky? 

Retrieval 
1. How many planets are there in the solar system, and can you name them in order of 

their distance from the Sun? 

2. What are some unique characteristics of Venus and Mars mentioned in the text? 

3. What is the name of the largest planet in the solar system, and how many known 
moons does it have? 

4. Where are asteroids mainly found in the solar system? 

5. What is the importance of the Sun in the solar system, as mentioned in the text? 

 

 

 



Answers 

Word Meaning 
1. A 'satellite' in the context of the solar system refers to a natural body that orbits a 

planet. 

2. 'Atmosphere' in relation to Venus is the layer of gases surrounding the planet. 

3. The term 'asteroid belt' in the solar system refers to the region between Mars and 
Jupiter where many rocky objects orbit the Sun. 

4. 'Orbit' in the context of the planets and the Sun means the curved path along which 
objects move around a star or planet due to gravitational attraction. 

5. 'Uncover' means to reveal or bring to light something that was previously unknown 
or hidden. 

Inference 
1. Earth is unique compared to other planets in the solar system because it is the only 

planet known to support life. 

2. Jupiter is known for having many moons because of its large size and strong 
gravitational pull, enabling it to capture and hold numerous moons in its orbit. 

3. You can infer that the distance between the Sun and Neptune is much greater than 
the distance between the Sun and Mercury based on their order of distance from the 
Sun. 

4. The study of the solar system is described as important for understanding the 
universe and our place within it. 

5. From the text, you can infer that comets have visible tails in the night sky due to 
their icy composition and the effect of solar radiation as they approach the Sun. 

Retrieval 
1. There are eight planets in the solar system. In order of their distance from the Sun, 

they are: Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, and Neptune. 

2. Venus is known for its thick, toxic atmosphere, while Mars is known for its red color 
and the presence of ice caps at its poles. 

3. The largest planet in the solar system is Jupiter, and it has more than 70 known 
moons. 

4. Asteroids are mainly found in the asteroid belt between Mars and Jupiter in the solar 
system. 



5. The Sun is important in the solar system as it is the source of light and heat for all the 
planets, and it holds the solar system together through its gravitational pull. 
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