
The Solar System 
The solar system consists of the Sun and all the celestial objects that orbit around it. These 
objects include eight planets, their moons, dwarf planets, asteroids, comets, and 
meteoroids. The eight planets in the solar system, in order of their distance from the Sun, 
are Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, and Neptune. These planets vary 
in size, with the smallest planet, Mercury, being about the same size as Earth's moon, and 
the largest planet, Jupiter, being more than 11 times wider than Earth. Each planet has 
unique characteristics and features that make them fascinating objects of study. 

Apart from the planets, the solar system also contains moons that orbit around them. Earth, 
for example, has one moon, while Jupiter, the largest planet, has over 79 moons. These 
moons have different sizes, compositions, and surface features, and they play a significant 
role in the dynamics of their host planets. 

Dwarf planets, such as Pluto and Eris, are smaller than the eight planets and are not 
dominant in their orbital zones. They are part of the solar system, but their classification as 
planets has been a topic of scientific debate. 

In addition to planets and moons, the solar system contains smaller objects such as 
asteroids, comets, and meteoroids. Asteroids are rocky objects that orbit the Sun and are 
mostly found in the asteroid belt, a region between the orbits of Mars and Jupiter. Comets 
are icy objects that originate from the outer solar system and develop a bright tail when 
they approach the Sun. Meteoroids are smaller rocks that travel through space and often 
burn up in the Earth's atmosphere, creating meteor showers. 

Studying the solar system not only helps us understand the vastness of space but also 
provides insights into Earth's place in the universe and the possibility of life beyond our 
planet. As our knowledge of the solar system continues to expand, so does our 
understanding of the natural world and the broader cosmos. 

 

 

 

 

 



Questions 

Word Meaning 
1. What does the text describe as "celestial objects"? 

2. Explain the difference between asteroids and comets based on the text. 

3. What does the text mean by "orbital zones" in relation to dwarf planets? 

4. Define the term "meteoroids" as used in the text. 

5. What do we learn about the classification of dwarf planets from the text? 

6. In your own words, explain what is meant by the "vastness of space" as mentioned 
in the text. 

Inference 
1. Based on the text, why is the classification of dwarf planets a topic of scientific 

debate? 

2. From the information provided, why do you think studying the solar system is 
essential for understanding Earth's place in the universe? 

3. Why are moons described as playing a significant role in the dynamics of their host 
planets? 

4. What can you infer about the size difference between asteroids and comets? 

5. From the text, what can be inferred about the size comparison between Mercury 
and Jupiter? 

6. Why do you think the text describes planets as "fascinating objects of study"? 

Retrieval 
1. How many moons does Jupiter, the largest planet, have? 

2. What are the names of the two mentioned dwarf planets in the text? 

3. According to the text, where are most asteroids found in the solar system? 

4. Name the eight planets in the solar system, in order of their distance from the Sun. 

5. How does the size of Jupiter compare to the size of Earth, according to the text? 

6. What are the smaller objects found in the solar system, besides planets and moons? 

Summarising 
1. Write a summary of the celestial objects found in the solar system, as described in 

the text. 



2. Write a brief description summarising the role of moons in the solar system. 

3. Summarise the characteristics of asteroids, comets, and meteoroids based on the 
information in the text. 

4. Write a summary explaining why the classification of dwarf planets has been a topic 
of scientific debate. 

5. Summarise the significance of studying the solar system, as indicated in the text. 

6. Create a summary explaining why our knowledge of the solar system contributes to 
our understanding of the natural world and the broader cosmos. 

Answers 

Word Meaning 
1. "Celestial objects" refer to all the natural objects in the sky, such as stars, moons, 

planets, comets, and asteroids. 

2. Asteroids are rocky objects that orbit the Sun, mostly found in the asteroid belt, 
whereas comets are icy objects from the outer solar system that develop a bright tail 
when approaching the Sun. 

3. "Orbital zones" relates to the specific regions in which the dwarf planets orbit the 
Sun. 

4. "Meteoroids" are smaller rocks that travel through space and often burn up in the 
Earth's atmosphere, creating meteor showers. 

5. The text indicates that the classification of dwarf planets has been a topic of 
scientific debate, implying that there is uncertainty about whether they should be 
classified as planets or not. 

6. The "vastness of space" refers to the immense size and scale of the universe, 
suggesting its enormous expanse and distance. 

Inference 
1. The classification of dwarf planets is a topic of scientific debate because their size, 

location, and characteristics blur the line between planets and other objects in the 
solar system, leading to uncertainty about their classification. 

2. Studying the solar system is essential for understanding Earth's place in the universe 
as it provides insights into the formation and dynamics of celestial objects, which 
impacts our understanding of Earth's unique position and characteristics. 

3. Moons are inferred to play a significant role in the dynamics of their host planets as 
they influence their planets' gravitational pulls, tides, and other physical processes. 



4. The text infers that asteroids are smaller than comets, indicated by their description 
as "rocky objects" and their location in the asteroid belt. 

5. The text implies that Jupiter is significantly larger than Mercury, with Jupiter being 
more than 11 times wider than Earth, whereas Mercury is about the same size as 
Earth's moon. 

6. The text describes planets as "fascinating objects of study" because each planet has 
unique characteristics and features that make them compelling subjects for scientific 
exploration and understanding. 

Retrieval 
1. Jupiter, the largest planet, has over 79 moons. 

2. The two mentioned dwarf planets in the text are Pluto and Eris. 

3. According to the text, most asteroids are found in the asteroid belt, a region 
between the orbits of Mars and Jupiter. 

4. The eight planets in the solar system, in order of their distance from the Sun, are 
Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, and Neptune. 

5. The text indicates that Jupiter is more than 11 times wider than Earth, while Mercury 
is about the same size as Earth's moon, providing a clear comparison of their sizes. 

6. Apart from planets and moons, the smaller objects found in the solar system include 
asteroids, comets, and meteoroids. 

Summarising 
1. Summary: The solar system consists of various celestial objects, such as the Sun, 

eight planets including Earth, moons, dwarf planets like Pluto and Eris, asteroids, 
comets, and meteoroids. 

2. Summary: Moons play a significant role in the solar system by impacting the 
gravitational pulls, tides, and physical processes of their host planets. 

3. Summary: Asteroids are rocky objects found mostly in the asteroid belt, comets are 
icy objects from the outer solar system that develop bright tails near the Sun, and 
meteoroids are smaller rocks that create meteor showers as they burn up in the 
Earth's atmosphere. 

4. Summary: The classification of dwarf planets is a topic of scientific debate due to 
uncertainty about their size, location, and characteristics, blurring the line between 
them and other objects in the solar system. 

5. Summary: Studying the solar system is important not only for understanding the 
vastness of space but also for gaining insights into Earth's place in the universe and 
the potential existence of life beyond our planet. 



6. Summary: Our knowledge of the solar system contributes to our understanding of 
the natural world and the broader cosmos by providing insights into the formation, 
characteristics, and interactions of celestial objects, expanding our understanding of 
the universe. 
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